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fundamentally different from its recent
past. Foritis, in the end, another piece
of visual noise, with arandom stepped
shape, big diagonal slashes and
arbitrarily patterned cladding that bear
no particular relation to anything else.
It will become another dated domestic
appliance for the car boot sale.

There is nothing very appealing about
the way the proposed Octave Tower

 NICE PLACES: NO 28

DOLLIS HILL SYNAGOGUE,
NW2

Sir Owen Williams was the noble
savage of 20th-century British
building. Untrained in
architecture, he was instead an
engineer who knew more than

. anyone else about concrete. He

built bridges, hangars at Heathrow
and the Empire Pool, Wembley
(now the Wembley Arena), out of
the stuff. He even designed
concrete boats. He engineered the
M1 motorway, and designed the
Daily Express’s sleek and palatial

| old offices in Fleet Street.

His structures were bold and

relates to the pointy bus station or the
older and more modest red-brick
buildings that survive on the site. If it
is a benchmark for a future cluster of
towers here, that suggests a Dubai-like
competitive junkscape of buildings
trying to out-shout each other. It is hard
to imagine what could go alongside,
except other, equally assertive towers.

What is lacking, as it has been for

original, not because he adhered to
some avant-garde theory but
because he followed the logic of
new materials to its conclusion.

He was, in theory at least,
practical and rational. Which
made him an odd choice for the
design of a religious building, a
new synagogue in Dollis Hill,
completed in 1937.

He sought, nonetheless, to put
something of the mystical into the
project. He gave it hexagonal
windows to evoke the star of
David, and U-shaped openings that
are something like abstracted
seven-branch candlesticks. The

ONE TOWER
WON’T SAVE
VAUXHALL

decades, is a strong sense of what this
part of Vauxhall could be, and it is up
to Lambeth’s and the GLA’s planners,
more than Make Architects or private
developers, to create an idea of the
greater whole.

Lambeth’s planners do indeed say
some of the right things. They identify
that the area “currently suffers from a
lack of integration”, is “disconnected

walls zig-zag in a way that .
strengthens the structure but also
denotes something vaguely
spiritual. :

He succeeded in pleasing nobody.
His clients didn’t like it, and to
placate them he reduced his fee.
His fellow engineers came to
regard the synagogue as one of his
least satisfactory works. The
building is odd, unusual, one-of-a-
kind, and naive. A trained architect
would probably not have designed
it. Yet for these reasons it is also
engaging and touching and a rare
exotic bloom in the north-west
suburbs. RM

and discordant” and “lacks a true sense
of place”. They want “a high quality
and integrated environment” and a
“new public open space that achieves
international standards of public realm
design” and “high quality street
furniture”.

They propose pedestrianising some
of the howling traffic interchange and
want to create a “tree-lined boulevard
with generous footways where possible
and appropriate”. They criticise St
George’s Wharf for “failing to provide
a positive frontage” and want new
developments to “protect positive
aspects” and “combat negative
aspects” of the existing environment.

All of which is fine and dandy and
much better than having no such poli-
cies but it does not add up to a positive
vision for the site. It does not give an
idea of what the cumulative effect of
several towers could or should be.

Trees and quality street furniture are
all very well but a bunch of buildings
like the Octave Tower will have a rather
bigger effect on shaping the environ-

Loud and proud:
there is nothing
very appealing in
the way the
proposed Octave
Tower from Ken
Shuttieworth’s
Make Architects
relates to the
area’s pointy
bus station

Thisishilled
“asthe
hottest site
inLondon
yetthereis
only the

- vaguestidea
ofhowit
mightlook
and feel

ment. Of course Lambeth should not
design each building in advance but it
is possible to give an idea of the whole
without stifling creativity in the
individual parts.

Architecture students are told to draw
what they are thinking, to try it outand
show it to others but no one has yet
done this for Vauxhall. It is billed as the
hottest site in London yet there is only
the vaguest idea of how it might look
and feel. All we have are some sketchy
plans for the public spaces provided
by Lambeth and the extremely specific
and assertive designs of individual
buildings such as the Octave Tower.

Actually, and unfortunately, we can
have-a pretty good guess at the
character of the new Vauxhall. It will
be much like the existing Vauxhall,
albeit slightly improved at the edges. It
will be the work of a brash private
sector and a timid public sector. It will
be a cacophony of show-off designs
with some limp gestures to the public
good in between.

It was ever thus.

Mystical vision
made concrete:
Dollis Hill
Synagogue's
architect, Sir
Owen Williams,
more usually
built hangars
or bridges
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APOLLO CINEMA
PICCADILLY CIRCUS

0671220 6000 www.apollocinemas.co.uk
19 LOWER REGENT STREET, LONDON,
SWIY 4LR

Receive weekly film times by email - visit
www.apollocinemas.co. uk

Gielgud Theatre 0844 482 5142
4th HYSTERICAL YEAR

AVENUE Q
Weekdays - All Grand Circle seats £10
Mon-Thu 8,Fri 5.30 & 8.30,54t 5 & B.30
www,avenuegthemusical co.uk

PR cineworld

0871200 2000 cinewarld.com

Shattesbury Cineworld, Trocadero, W1D 7DH
Haymarket Cineworld, Haymarket, SW1 4RL
Chelsea Cineworld, Kings Rd, SW3 SEW
Fulham Cineworld, Fulham Rd, SW10 60R
Hammersmith Gineworl, Kmq Streat, W6 9JT
Wandsworth Cineworld, Southside, SW18 4TF
West India Quay Cineworld, E14 4AI

Staples Comer l)inewoﬂd‘ Geron Way, NW2 6LW
Feltham Cineworld, Alr Park Way, TW13 71X
Iiford Cineworld Clements Road, IG1 18P
Enfield Cineworld, Southbury Rd, ENT 1Y0
Wood Green Gineworld, Shopping City, N22 6LU
Bexleyheath Cineworld, Broadway, DAG 7LL
Brightan Gineworld, Brighton Marina, BN2 5UF
Harlow Cineworld, Edinburgh Way, CM20 204
High Wycombe Cineworld, Eden, HP11 2NZ
Luton Cineworld Galaxy Centre, LU1 2N8
Milton Keynes Cineworld, Xscape, MK9 3X5
Stevenage Cineworld, Kings Way, SG1 2UA
Receive weekly film times by email - visit

. www.cineworld.com

VICTORIA PALAGE THEATRE
0870 895 5577

BILLY ELLIOT
THE MUSICAL
Mon - Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30
billyeliotthemusical.com

A

PICCADILLY 0870 060 6630
“THE PARTY IS BACK!" Heart 106.2 FM

GREASE
Mon - Thur 7.30, Fri 5.30 & 8.30
Sat3&7.30
with RAY QUINN as Danny

W, Freasetnamusma\ 00,0k
Tickets from £15.00

PHOENIX BO/CC 0870 060 6629
215 PHENDMENAL YEAR
WILLY RUSSELL'S

BLOOD BROTHERS
BEST MUSICAL
ALL MAJOR AWARDS
Eves 7.45pm, Mats Thur 3pm. Sat dpm

SHAFTESBURY 020 7379 5399

HAIRSPRAY
Starring BRIAN CONLEY
& NIGEL PLANNER
£25 DAY SEATS at theatra from 10am
Mon-Sat 19:30, Thu & Sat 15:00
www.hairspraythemusical.co.uk

Theatre Royal Ha};markﬂt
0845 481 1870

Chambord presents
ANNA FRIEL JOSEPH CROSS

BREAKFAST AT
TIFFANY’S

Previews from September 9th
www,breakfastattiffanys co.uk

PRINCE EDWARD THEATRE 0844 482 5154

JERSEY BOYS
WINNER - BEST NEW MUSICAL
Maon - Sat 19.30, Tues & Sat 14.30
www.JerseyBoysLondon.com

Playhouse 0844 871 7631
“BETTER THAN EVER " Standard
ROGER ALLAM PHILIP QUAST

LA CAGE AUX FOLLES
Fddokk" A TOTAL TRIUMPH" Mail
Mon-Sat 7.30, Thur & Sat 2.30

www.lacagelondon.com

LYCEUM 0844 844 D005 (bk leeg
Ticketmaster Groups 0844 847 1522
or Disney Groups 020 7845 0949
Disney Presents

THE LION KING
Now booking to 28 March 2010
‘AN ASTONISHING TRIUMPH OF
THEATRICAL IMAGINATION' ES
Tue-5at at 7.30,Wed & Sat matinees 2pm
and SUNDAY MATINEES at 3pm
Book online: www.thelionking.co.uk

TRAFALGAR STUDIO 2 0844 871 7632
EIGHT

E_?f Ella Hickson
Mon-5at 7.45pm Thu & Sat 3pm

KENSINGTON GARDENS 0871 386 1122
J M Barrie's

PETER PAN
FINAL WEEKS! Tug & Thu-Sat 7.30,
Tue, Wed, Sat 2pm, Sun 12.30 & 4.30

wwwvisitiondon.com/peterpan

HER MAJESTY'S 0844 412 2707
0870 060 1765
THE PHANTOM OF
THE OPERA

Eves 7.30, Mats Tue & Sat 2.30
www.thephantomoftheopera.com

Comedy Theatre 0844 871 7622
MATTLUCAS CHRIS NEW
and GWEN TAYLOR

PRICK UP YOUR EARS

From 17 September

ELECTRIC CINEMA

191 Portobellp Road, W11 2ED

020 7908 9696

Book online at www.electriccinema. co.uk
INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS (18)
5.45pm, 9,10pm

Noél Coward Theatre
0844 482 5140

CALENDAR GIRLS
A Few Good Seats Still Available
Tue-Sat 7.30, Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30

Apollo Theatre 0844 412 4658
Prunella Scales  Kacey Ainsworth

CARRIE’S WAR

Tues-Sat 7.30pm Mats Tue, Thu, Sat 2.30pm
LAST 2 WEEKS - ENDS 12 SEPT

REPERTORY
CINEMAS

ICA CINEMAS

The Mall London SW1

Box Office 020 7930 3647 www.ica.om.uk

35 Shots of Rum 8.30pm Big River Man
6.30pm, Jetsam 9,15pm Shooting Rabert King
(aka Blood Trail) 6.30pm

ARTS THEATRE 0845 017 5584
Direct from Edinburgh Festival

CATWALK

CONFIDENTIAL
Starring ROBYN PETERSON
Free Catwalk cocktail with full price ticket!
Tue - Sat Bpm, Sat 5pm, Sun 4pm
Previews from Friday
viww.catwalkconfidential.org

>cineworld

WEST END
THEATRES

Criterion Theatre 0844 847 2483
London's Funniest Comedy

THE 39 STEPS

Maon - Sat 8pm, Tue 3pm, Sat 4pm

CAMBRIDGE 0844 412 4652
0871 789 9951
www.chicagothemusical co.uk
London's Sexiest Musical

CHICAGO
Mon -Thurs 8, Fri 5 & 8.30, Sat 3 & §

PALACE (844 755 0016
“The best feel-good show
since Mamma Mia® 5. Express

PRISCILLA

QUEEN OF THE DESERT

the musical
Mon - Sat 7.30, Thur & Sat 2.30
www.priscillathemusical.com

DUKE OF YORK'S 0844 871 7623
JOHN SIMM [AN HART
LUCY COHU KERRY FOX

SPEAKING IN
TONGUES

by Andrew Bovell
From 18 September
g theplay.com

SHAKESPEARE'S GLOBE

Parformances Manday-Sunday
020 7401 9919,/020 7087 7398
www.shakespeares-globe.org

WYNDHAM'S THEATRE 0644 462 5125
THE SHAWSHANK
REDEMPTION

From 4th September

DUKE OF YORK'S 0844 B71 7623
“A MASTERPIECE" D Tel

ARCADIA

Directed by David Leveaux
Mon-Sat 7.35, Wed & Sat 230
LAST 2 WEEKS

www.arcadiatheplay.com

\ i BNRA N0
INIG DM £28

ALDWYCH THEATRE 0844 847 2479
London's Number 1 Show!

DIRTY DANCING
THE CLASSIC STORY ON STAGE
Mon - Sat 7.30, Fri & Sat 3.00
DirtyDancingLondan.com

DKETS AVAILABLE FOR

PRINCE OF WALES: 0844 462 5114
Book online: www.mamma-mia.com
CELEBRATING A DECADE
OF DANCING QUEEN!

MAMMA MIA!
THE SHIASH HIT MUSICAL
BASED ON THE SONGS OF ABBA
Mor-Thr 7.0, Fri 500 & 830,
Sat300& 730

QUEENS THEATRE
0844 482 5161
THE WORLD'S LONGEST
RUNNING MUSICAL

LES MISERABLES
Eves 7.30, Mats Wed & Sat 2.30
www.lesmis.com

Savoy Theatra 0844 871 7686
'VASTLY ENTERTAINING' § Express

DREAMBOATS
& PETTICOATS

“I loved every minute of this show' D Tel
Mon-Fri 7.30pm, Thu 3pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm

Tralalgar Studios DE?D 060 6632
“dede A
Nothing short of 3 rnump.‘l" Tel

THE MOUNTAINTOP
by Katori Hall
Man-Sat 8pm, Thu & Sat 2.30pm
DON'T MISS IT - FINAL WEEK

Admlssion Free

Open 10 60-18.00
Thursdays and
Frideys unti 21.00

St Marttn's Pitice
@i T Stuore
WWW. NP, org.uk/bp

bp

| Supported by BP

National
Portrait
Gallery

St. Martin's Theatre
57th year of Agatha Christie’s

THE MOUSETRAP
Evenings 7.30 Mats. Tues 3 Sal 4
08444 951515 0870 1602678
wiww.the-mousetrap.co.uk

Garrick Theatre 0844 412 4662
THE MYSTERIES

"Spectacular’ Observer
Mon-Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30
Back in Londan from 11 Sept
3 WEEKS ONLY - BOOK NOW

www. themysteries.com

NATIONAL THEATRE 020 7452 3000
www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
OLIVIER

ALL’S WELL THAT
ENDS WELL

By William Shakespeare
Tonight 7,30
LYTTELTON

THE PITMEN PAINTERS
By Lee Hall, lnsglred by a book bé William Feaver
Tonight 7.30, Tomorrow 7.30 (preview)

Theatre Royal Drury Lane
0844 412 2955

OMID DJALILIw

VER!

JODIE PRENGER s Nancy
Mon-5at 7.30, Mats Wed & Sat 2.30
BEST AVAILABILITY
WEEKDAY PERFORMANCES
Check box office dafly
www.ollverthemusical.com

London Palladium 0844 412 2710
Sheila  Patina
Hancock  Miller

SISTER ACT
%% Exp ‘Glorious fun!’ D.Tel'
Mon-Sat 19:30, Wed & Sat 15:00
sisteractthemusical com
£25 DAY SEATS at theatre from 10am

AMBASSADORS 06448 112 334

STOMP
Mon & Thu - Sat 8pm
Thu & Sat 3pm, Sun 3pm & Gpm

DONMAR 0844 671 7624
A STREETCAR
NAMED DESIRE

by Tennessee Williams
Mon-5al 7.30, Mats Thu & Sat 2.30
Day seats available in person

LYRIC THEATRE 0844 412 4651
THRILLER - LIVE!

The songs of Michael & the Jackson 5
Tues - Fri 7.30, Sat 4 & 8, Sun 3.30 & 7.30
“THE HITS JUST KEEP ON COMING.
A GREAT NIGHT OUT!" D. Tel
www thrillerlive.com

NEW LONDON THEATRE
020 7452 3000 / 0844 412 4654

ok S ASTONISHING” D. Tel
Mon-Sat 19:30, Thu & Sat 14:30
Now booking to Feb 2010
warhorselondon.com

DOMINION 0844 B47 1775
‘MAGNIFICO" The Sun

WEh WILL ROCK OYOU
' hMISSABLE' Capﬂal Radio
Mon-Sat 7.30, Mat Sat 2.30
Exira show last Wednesday
of every month at 2.30
www.wewillrockyou,co.uk

APOLLO VICTORIA
0844 826 8000 / 0871 230 1561
Tickets from £15 at all performances

WICKED
WickedTheMusical.co.uk
Mon-Sat 7,30pm Wed & Sat 2.30pm
Day Seats £25 from 10.00am

FORTUNE 0844 B71 7626,
215t TERRIFYING YEAR!
Susan Hill's

THE WOMAN IN BLACK
Mon - Sat 8, Mats Tue 3 & Sat 4

The latest proposal
for a show-off
skyscraper in SW8
may be impressive
but what the area
really needs is a
proper masterplan

Rowan
Moore

Architecture Critic

HAT Vauxhall has done
to deserve it I don’t
know but there are few
places in central Lon-
don more cursed by
poor planning and construction. Each
ebb and flow of development in the
past 30 years has washed up its scum-
miest bits of flotsam on Vauxhall’s
unlucky foreshore. It is ravaged by
traffic and blighted by citadels of
speculation that give nothing to their
surroundings. Now it is due to undergo
another makeover: the question is
whether it will come off any better.

Vauxhall is defined by the brown glass
Market Towers of 1975, MI6’s faux-
deco spy-castle of 1992, and the
Noughties development of St George’s
Wharf, repeatedly voted in an annual
poll of architects the worst building in
the world. Amid these buildings stands
a 2005 bus station with pointy, shouty
bits of metal projecting into the sky,
and the area is awaiting the building of
the infamous St George’s Tower, a pillar
of tat that john Prescott pushed
through against the advice of a plan-
ning inspector and his own officers.

Each project has the rapidly ageing
tics of its time. As a group, these build-
ings resemble a car boot sale of out-
dated domestic appliances: a Seventies
Teasmade here, an old VHS player or
Wham! table lamp there. It is an anthol-
ogy of most of the things that can go
wrong with the planning of London.

It could have been very different. The
site is blessed with a riverside location,
great views towards Westminster, near-
ness to the centre and good public
transport. It was once the site of the
fabled Vauxhall Gardens, London’s
18th-century pleasure ground, and
some vigorous urban growths have
now sprouted in the cracks between
the big blocks — gay bars, the head-
quarters of the Big Issue and other
charities, outposts of London’s
Portuguese community.

In the Eighties, the site was the sub-
jectof a series of architectural compe-
titions that envisaged vibrant mixed
communities and delightful networks
of streets and spaces going down to the
waterfront. Michael Heseltine called
Vauxhall “London’s greatest opportu-
nity” before it slid into compromise
and expediency.

More recently it was identified by Ken
Livingstone’s London Plan as an
“opportunity area”, suitable for exten-
sive new development, and considered
a good site for a “cluster” of tall build-
ings. It is the figurehead of a swathe of
riverside land extending through Nine
Elms to Battersea Power Station. With
the United States embassy due to come
to the neighbourhood and hope spring-
ing eternal that something might
happen at Battersea, this zone is now
promoted as London’s greatest site of
regeneration: bigger than Canary
Wharf, and more central.

In recognition of Vauxhall’s impor-
tance, the London Borough of Lambeth

is producing a “Supplementary Plan-
ning Document”, currently in draft
form, with the aim of “transforming
Vauxhall into a sustainable and vibrant
urban centre”. The Greater London
Authority is producing an “Opportu-
nity Area Planning Framework”, as yet
unseen. And the proposed residential
Octave Tower, 149.5 metres high, has
been hailed by the Commission for
Architecture and the Built Environ-
ment (CABE) as “an exciting and inter-
esting scheme” with “elegant massing
and good proportions”. It has, the com-
mission says, “the potential to be a
benchmark for the quality of future
development in the potential cluster
of towers at Vauxhall”.

HE Octave Tower is designed

by Make Architects, the prac-

tice founded by Ken Shuttle-

worth -when he parted

company five years ago with
his former boss, Lord Foster. As a
proposal, it’s the clearest available
indication of the way things might go
in Vauxhall and, if CABE is calling it a
“benchmark?”, it is presumably as good
as things are going to get.

It is indeed an improvement on its
neighbours. It promises to create a
more pleasant experience at ground
level, with abit of an arcade and some
shops, than the windswept fag-end of
space that will be at the foot of
St George’s Tower. Clad ‘in stainless
steel and copper, it may look a little
classier than its surroundings and its
modelling may be more assured. The
individual apartments seem well-
proportioned. Its greatest virtue is that
it takes a massive wedge of proposed
development and makes it less clunk-
ing than it might otherwise have
been.

But it doesn’t give confidence that the
architectural future of Vauxhall will be




